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REFRAMING THE 
CONVERSATION 

AROUND BIOTECH.
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THE PROBLEM.

Many people’s instinctive distrust of GM 
is inhibiting the adoption of GM crops 
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THE PROBLEM BEHIND THE PROBLEM.

GM isn’t losing on facts
GM is losing on frames
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WHEN I SAY…

COCA COLA
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Pollution

HAPPINESS

YOU THINK…
FOREIGN 

OWNERSHIP

Beaches

REFRESHMENT

LOGO

McDonalds

SUGAR

Additives

Health concerns. 

Obesity

CSR

“Holidays are coming” 

The World Cup

Umbrellas

Summer holidays

The Olympics

CHRISTMAS
COCA COLAICONIC BOTTLE

CAN

Fast Food. 

Sonic branding
FRIENDS & FAMILY

RED & WHITE
Polar bears. 

PLASTIC
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SPLIT SECOND INTUITIVE 
JUDGMENTS.
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PEOPLE’S INSTINCTIVE 
REACTIONS TO 

“GMO”
ARE NEGATIVE.
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PEOPLE’S INSTINCTIVE 
REACTIONS TO 

“GMO”
ARE NEGATIVE.

WE NEED TO CREATE 
A NEW FRAME 

THAT PROVOKES 
POSITIVE

INTUITIVE RESPONSES
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WHEN I SAY “GMO”
PEOPLE THINK...
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1. CAPITALISM.
1. 1. CAPITALISM
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‘Terminator’ seeds

Dependence 

Profiteering

Trapping

Corporations

“GMO isn’t about solving poverty. It’s 
about patented ownership of the 

food supply”.

- The Non-GMO Project



M&C Saatchi World Services 1413.02.20

2. WESTERN INFLUENCE.
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Modern colonisation

Cultural imperialism

Weaponized food

Systemic privilege 

Oppression
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3. DANGEROUS SCIENCE.
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“Frankenfood”

Biotechnology

Gene splicing

Gene editing

Genetic modification
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4. BIG FOOD
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“Frankenfood”

Junk food

Artificial

Lacking nutrition

Mass produced
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5. ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESTRUCTION.
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Monocultures

Degradation

Not found in nature

Contamination

Superweeds



GMO

A WEB OF FRAMES CREATING INSTINCTIVE MISTRUST.

BIG FOOD

DANGEROUS 
SCIENCECAPITALISM

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESTRUCTION

WESTERN 
OPPRESSION



Losing our 
traditions

FOREIGN 
OWNERSHIP

COLONIALISM

GMO

Nature destroyed by man

A WEB OF FRAMES CREATING INSTINCTIVE MISTRUST.

CORPORATIONS TRAMPLE ON PEOPLE

Global financial crisis

IMPERIALISM

DEPENDENCEProfiteering

Food scares

BIG FOOD

Additives

Processed McFood

Obesity

DISRUPTION OF NATURAL 
ORDER

PLAYING GOD

Fears about modernity

CONTAMINATION

Unforeseen 
consequences

Climate change

SciFi Dystopia

DANGEROUS 
SCIENCE

Cloning

Nuclear power

Mystery 
ingredients

CAPITALISM

Losing control

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DESTRUCTION

WESTERN 
OPPRESSION
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HOW TO CHANGE THIS?



• Fundamentally transform the way that GM is understood.
• Create new positive associations.
• Defuse the sense that GM is a threat.
• Shift perceptions of who’s behind this and who benefits.
• Fuel excitement about the wonderful things GM can do
• Combat negative attacks and criticism. 

A NEW FRAME THAT CAN:
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3 WAYS TO CREATE 
COUNTERFRAMES
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GM: PATHWAY TO 
PROSPERITY

#1



SEEDS OF HOPE



Protagonists:
Farmers, Everyday People, Leaders 

from the global South
Voices of those who benefit.

In-country representatives.

Reframe who wants this 
and who’s ‘behind it’



THESE ARE SEEDS OF HOPE

We want the same prosperity and security enjoyed by other countries.

Now, our hopes can be realized. 

These seeds can help to deliver food security raising the quality of life for millions. 

This can be the moment of transformation we have been striving for.

This is our pathway to prosperity. 



VISUALS OF: NATIONAL 
IDENTITY & PRIDE

AMBITION.

POTENTIAL UNLOCKED



GM: PATHWAY TO PROSPERITY.



GIVE THE PEOPLE WHAT THEY WANT.



PRO GMO IS THE
ONLY MORAL STANCE.

COUNTERING THE ANTIS





YOU NEED A VERY GOOD REASON TO TAKE HOPE AWAY

When you oppose biotechnology, do you know what you’re really opposing?
You’re opposing food security.
You’re opposing prosperity and a clear route out of poverty. 
You’re opposing farmers who have watched floods devastate their crops.
You’re valuing abstract arguments over ending human suffering. 
You’re allowing your discomfort with change to keep poorer countries poor. 
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GMOSNATIONAL PRIDE

SOVEREIGNTY

PROSPERITY

Self-determinism

FOOD 
SECURITYNATIONAL WELLBEING

Economic security

Improved 
livelihoods 

Increased yields

PROGRESS TOWARD 
GLOBAL EQUALITY



GM: AS SAVIOUR
#2



GM: CERTAINTY IN
AN UNCERTAIN WORLD



MODERN CROPS OFFER CERTAINTY IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD
In 2020 we’ve had hotter fires, longer droughts and worse flooding.
The planet is heating, ice sheets are melting.
The changes are thought to cause mass migration, food shortages and water scarcity. 
How will we manage what lies in front of us?
Through hard work, we’ve found a way to have stability, sustainability, adaptability.
Hope for the future is here. 
And that hope comes from biotechnology. 
Because GM is one of our best defenses against the uncertainty that lies ahead of us. 
Is there any greater priority than ensuring our future?



Farmers, Everyday People, Leaders 
from the global South

Voices of those who benefit.

In-country representatives.

PROTAGONISTS: the people 
demanding GM - the ‘saviour’



VISUALS:
The transformative power of 
biotechnology to protect us 

from threats to our food 
system.



REFRAME PEOPLE’S IDEA OF 
THE TRUE THREAT



GM DELIVERS ABUNDANCE



GM VS DROUGHT?



GM WINS

Visuals: Abundance, 
plentiful crops



GM: A MISUNDERSTOOD HERO

COUNTERING THE ANTIS



IT’S TIME TO GIVE THE WORLD’S LEAST LOVED HERO A CHANCE



IT’S TIME TO GIVE THE WORLD’S LEAST LOVED HERO A CHANCE

I’ve got my cape on. Tights too. I’m ready to save lives.
But every time I leave the house some people scream WITCH!!
Maybe it’s my superpowers. They scare some people. 
My talents could do wonderful things for people.  
If they’d just let me.
I could save crops from dying. I could save children from starving. 
My friends antibiotics and electricity say they heard ‘Witch!’ too at first. 
They say I just have to wait, and one day people will love me. 
I don’t want people to love me blindly. 
But I wish they would at least look at who I really am and what I can do.
They’ll see I’m really not that scary after all. 
They might even love me.
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SAFETY

Next generation’s future

SCARY UNSTOPPABLE PROBLEMS

Security

Life enhancing

Solar power

Problem 
solving

GMOSSOLVING THE WORLD’S 
MOST URGENT ISSUES

Covid 19

Helplessness. 

Stability

CERTAINTY
Climate change 

GOOD SCIENCE

Resource insecurity

Life-saving 
breakthroughs

Confidence

ABUNDANCEFOOD INSECURITY AS 
THE TRUE THREAT

GM vs famine
GM vs drought

Visualise the plentiful 
benefits. Big yields. “Thank goodness 

for GM”
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GM: ALL NATURAL
#3



NATURE HAS THE ANSWERS



NATURE HAS THE ANSWERS

How can we feed billions of people in a world of climate change and crop-eating 
pests?
Nature found the answers thousands of years ago.
If we take the time to listen to her wisdom, nature can show us the way. 
We can learn nature’s solutions to problems like parasites and droughts. 
So we can grow crops that are naturally resistant to pests and water scarcity.   
We can grow crops that are naturally fuller of good nutrition. 
Because nature has had millennia to find out how. 
No one knows better than nature. Let’s listen to her. 





Protagonist:
NATURE

Protagonist:
FARMER

Protagonist:
ENVIRONMENTALIST

Protagonist:
NATURE-LOVING

SCIENTIST / NATURALIST



+ =

Staple crops. 
(that feed billions but suffer 

in some climates)

Orchids’ drought resistance Drought-resistant 
new plants 

NATURAL + NATURAL = NATURAL



GMO: MADE WITH NATURAL 
INGREDIENTS



EVOLUTION BUT FASTER.



NATURE HASN’T DONE THIS…  YET.

Over thousands of years, some plants evolved to thrive naturally in poor 
soil.
Some plants developed natural immunity from disease.
Now, they can share those secrets with other plants. 
So that everyone benefits. 
This is evolution - but faster. 
Because the big challenges won’t wait. 
Let’s free the wisdom of plants. 



GM: NO LESS NATURAL THAN...

COUNTERING THE ANTIS



GM IS NO LESS NATURAL THAN...

GM takes natural ingredients and combines them with other natural ingredients. 
So GMOs are more natural than thousands of everyday products that we use without a second 
thought.
Like processed foods. And products packed with chemicals and synthetic substances. 
It would be great if all-organic food could feed 7 billion people, but that’s a pipe dream. 
We need naturally based solutions that can. 
Thank goodness for GM.



NATURAL + NATURAL NATURAL UNCHANGEDNATURAL + UNNATURALUNNATURAL

GM PLANTS

How “Natural”?
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GMOSNATURAL

WHOLESOME

HEALTHY

GM IS ALL NATURAL

Goodness

NATURE’S DESIGN
SAFE

Nutritious

Trusted

Evolution

Natural 
Ingredients

Nature’s wisdom



M&C Saatchi World Services 6413.02.2020

3 WAYS TO REFRAME

#3. GM: ALL NATURAL#1. PATH TO PROSPERITY #2. GMO: AS SAVIOUR
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THANK YOU.


